TOWN OF SCHUYLER
PLANNING BOARD MEETING
July 6, 2016, 7:00 PM

Chairman Paul Thomas called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM in the Board Room at the Schuyler Town Office,
2090 State Route 5, Utica, NY 13502. Other Planning Board members present were Vice Chair Donna
Salamone, James Digristina, Victor Costanza, David Fusillo and Jean Finster. Absent was Michael Ritter. Also
present were ZBA Chairman Ronald J. Beach, Jr., Bette Szesny, who serves as Recording Secretary, Town
Attorney Michael Misiaszek, Town resident Richard Finster, and three Graham Road residents. Codes Officer
Philip Green arrived later due to a previous commitment in the Town of Poland.

MINUTES: JUNE MEETING
Motion by Victor Costanza, seconded by James Digristina to approve the minutes of the June meeting as
presented; all in favor. Motion carried.

Mr. Thomas asked for a motion to go into Executive Session with the Town Attorney to discuss legal issues.
Motion was made by Victor Costanza, seconded by James Digristina to go into Executive Session; all in favor.
Motion carried. The time was 6:10 PM.

Executive Session was adjourned at 6:25 PM.

PROPOSED SOLAR FARM LAW
Mr. Thomas stated the Board discussed some legal issues concerning the proposed solar farm law with the
Town's attorney in Executive Session. He said the attorney advised the current zoning allows for solar farms as
a utility, but that an addendum can be added to Article 7.02 (Residential-Agricultural) of the Town's Zoning
Law to specifically address land use for solar farms in this district. Mr. Thomas then referred to a number of
current solar farm laws from other municipalities in NYS that will provide some suggestions as to what would
be appropriate for Schuyler.

Graham Rd. resident Michael Tartaglia stated the Town should not follow what other towns are doing, but do
what is right for the resident of Schuyler. Mr. Thomas stated that is exactly what the Planning Board intends to
do, and the laws from other towns will serve as a basis for ideas that might or might not fit in.

Mr. Misiaszek addressed the residents and Planning Board, reiterating his advice that although the current
zoning law can apply to solar farms, the Town has the right to add restrictions.

It was noted that a Graham Road resident who is interested in having a solar farm developed on his property
has never attended a town meeting to provide his input, although many other neighbors have attended
meetings stating their concerns about the possibility of the development of solar farms in their neighborhood.
Mr. Thomas directed the secretary to send correspondence to the resident requesting he attend the next
Planning Board meeting to provide his input.

Mr. Thomas noted past efforts to site solar farms in Schuyler have been unsuccessful as the solar farm
companies discovered the utility companies serving our area's electricity needs do not pay enough (per
killowatt hour) for the power to make it worth their while.

Mr. Misiaszek suggested before a public hearing is held, the Planning Board might wish to hold an
informational meeting where residents will be able to provide input on the proposed solar law. He also stated
any application for a solar farm should require a bond payment up-front to ensure adequate funds to handle
the expense of demolition if or when the solar farm becomes abandoned. He then left the meeting, inviting



the planning board to call upon him with any questions or concerns.

Codes Officer Philip Green then arrived at the meeting, and was apprised of the Town attorney's
recommendations to the Board. Mr. Green stated he believes placing a moratorium on a land use that has
already been passed into law and incorporated into the Town's zoning ordinance is not correct procedure. He
stated the way the law reads now, the Town could address applications for solar farms by requiring a special
use permit, with the ZBA placing restrictions on the approval, decided on a case-by-case basis. A discussion on
this subject then ensued, and it was the general consensus of the Planning Board that it is necessary to
incorporate restrictions that will specifically address land use issues in more heavily populated areas of the R-A
District. It was also the opinion of the Board that their work on this issue will be completed in a very short
period of time; however, it was realized a Town Board Public Hearing will need to be held, with final approval
and adoption by the Town Board to follow.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Thomas adjourned the meeting at 7:22 PM
upon a motion by James Digristina, which was seconded by Donna Salamone.

— Bette Szesny, Recording Secretary



